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BRIEF 

CONSIDERATIONS 

O  N 

SLAVERY,  &c. 

TH  E  religious  and  moral  Obligations  we  are 
under  in  a  private  capacity,  to  do  our  utmofl 
to  promote  the  true  interefls  of  mankind, 
encreafe  with  our  powers  and  opportunities  of  aflion. 
Hence  arifes  the  importance  of  that  truft,  which  the 
wifdom  of  government  has  repofed  in  legiflatures  ;  in 
difcharging  which,  having  the  will,  they  have  alfo  the 
power  of  promoting  thofe  interefls  in  the  mod  effec¬ 
tual  manner.  The  object  therefore,  which  I  now 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  their  attention,  has 
an  indifputable  claim  to  it  ;  not  only  from  its  impor¬ 
tance  as  relating  to  the  community,  but  from  a  confi- 
deration  which  muff  give  it  great  additional  weight  with 
every  generous  mind' — -the  incapacity  of  thofe  on  whofe 
behalf  it  is  fohcited,  to  plead  their  own  caufe.  It  is 
the  cafe  of  the  enllaved  Africans — a  cafe  which  tho* 
familiarized  to  us-  by  cuflom,  is  yet  in  all  its  parts 
fo  replete  with  affe fling  circumftances,  that  perhaps  it 
has  not  its  parallel  in  the  hiflory  of  any  period  of 
time  ;  and  attended  with  the  particular  aggravation, 
of  being  afted  under  a  government,  remarkable  above 
all  others  for  the  excellence  of  its  conflitution,  and 
the  equity  of  its  laws.  How  it  has  happened  that  a 
nation,  which  has  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  itfelf  in 
affertingthe  common  rights  of  mankind,  and  which  has 
fo  often  generoufly  interpofed  its  power  for  the  relief 
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of  its  oppreffed  neighbours,  fhould  tolerate  fo  griev¬ 
ous  an  infringement  of  liberty  in  its  own  dominions, 
is  difficult  to  comprehend.  But  my  intention  is  not 
to  expatiate  on  the  inconfiftency  of  thefe  generous  ex¬ 
ertions  of  its  power,  with  the  toleration  of  the  African 
fiave-trade.  I  hope  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  multi¬ 
plicity  and  weight  of  other  engagements,  which  have  fo 
much  engrofied  the  attention  of  government,  that  the 
iniquitous  nature  of  this  traffick  has  not  been  adverted 
to  ;  for  certainly  an  acquaintance  with  it,  could  only 
be  neceffary  for  its  fuppreffion.  But  without  a  further 
inveftigation  of  the  caufe ,  it  is  more  to  my  prefent 
purpofe,  to  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  confiderations,  as 
being  duly  attended  to,  may  affift  the  cure  of  this 
malignant  diforder  in  the  body  politick.  With  this 
view,  I  fhall  briefly  confider  its  inconfiftency  with  the 
divine,  as  well  as  the  focial  law  ;  its  impolicy  and  evil 
tendency  ;  and  then  endeavour  to  point  out  the  mod 
probable  means  by  which  the  evil  may  be  remedied. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Slavery  was  allowed  to  the 
Ifraehtes  by  the  Mofaic  law,  under  certain  circuin- 
ftances  and  reftrictions  ;  yet  it  differed  from  this  of 
the  Africans  in  feveral  important  particulars.  Their 
bondmen  and  bondwomen  en|oyed  many  privileges  ^ 
and  in  the  year  of  Jubilee,  'liberty  was  proclaimed 
unto  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  a  large  part  of  our  poor  African  Haves,  have  no 
ground  to  expeft  the  moft  diftant  admiffion  to  liberty, 
for  either  themfelves,  or  their  lateft  pofterity.  But 
even  though  we  may  conceive  Slavery  to  be  recon- 
cileable  to  the  precepts  given  under  that  difpenfation  ; 
yet  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  it  muft  appear  totally 
repugnant  to  the  fpirit  and  defign  of  the  gofpel,  the. 
import  of  which  was  announced  to  the  world,  in  a 
manner  awfully  expreffive  of  its  fuperior  excellence, 
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proclaiming  “  Glory  to  God  in  the  highefl ;  peace 
“  on  earth  ;  and  good  will  to  men.”  Thefe  glorious 
purpofes,  our  bleffed  Saviour,  when  perfonally  among 
men,  inculcated  by  his  example  and  dodtrines  ;  and, 
to  give  thefe  greater  efficacy,  finally  fealed  them  with 
his  blood.  Various  were  the  precepts  he  delivered, 
but  thofe  relating  to  our  focial  duties,  are  all  com- 
prized  in  that  excellent  command,  “  Therefore 
“  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye 
“  even  fo  to  them ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.” 
Mat.  7.  12.  St.  Paul’s  opinion  of  thofe  concerned  in 
the  pradlice  now  under  confideration,  appears  by  his 
enumerating  them  among  a  number  of  atrocious 
offenders  for  whom  the  law  was  made,  viz.  “  Mur- 
“  derers  of  fathers  ;  murderers  of  mothers  ;  man- 
66  flayers  ;  whoremongers  ;  them  that  defile  them- 
66  felves  with  mankind  ;  menflealers,”  &c. 


That  it  is  alfo  an  offence  againfl  the  focial  law, 
cannot  be  contradicted  ;  for  this  law  is  founded  on  the 
neceffity  of  mutual  fecurity,  and  a  reciprocation  of 
benefits  ;  and  by  the  light  of  our  natural  reafon,  wc 
cannot  find  a  rule  better  adapted  to  promote  thefe 
ends,  than  that  I  have  quoted  from  the  vii.  of  Mat¬ 
thew  \  to  which  both  Chriflians  and  Pagans  have 
joined  in  giving  the  diftinguifhing  appellation  of  the 
golden  rule.  The  celebrated  Montefquieu  and  many  others 
who  have  made  the  rights  of  mankind  their  particular 
ftudy,  affert  that  men  univerfally  have  an  inherent  title 
to  Liberty  ;  and  the  author  I  have  named,  with  no 
lefs  ftrength  than  vivacity  of  reafoning,has  refuted  thofe 
ridiculous  arguments,  which  interefied  men  have  been 
obliged  to  adduce,  in  fupport  of  a  pretended  opinion, 
that  the  colour  or  unpolifhed  manners  of  the  Africans, 
can  operate  againfl  their  claim  to  this  firft  of  temporal 

enjoyments. 
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In  thefe  northern  provinces  there  are  not  very 
many,  who  are  immediately  concerned  in  the  trade  to 
Africa  for  Slaves  ;  nor  is  the  number  of  thefe  op- 
prefied  people  very  conliderable,  when  compared  with 
that  of  many  other  colonies.  Hence  fome,  though 
admitting  the  injudice  of  the  Have  trade  in  general, 
may  yet  be  unwilling  to  view  it  as  a  matter  fufficiently 
important  for  the  extraordinary  interpofition  of  a  legif- 
latuie  ;  being  perhaps  infenfibly  biafed  by  intereft, 
the  prevalence  of  cuflom,  or  the  example  of  lefs 
enlightened  times  ;  thus  leffening  the  force  of  thofe 
objections  which  calm  reflection  had  fuggefted.  I 
“would  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  fuch,  the  com¬ 
plicated  diflrefs  thefe  poor  creatures  fuller,  in  being 
forceably  torn  from  that  portion  of  happinefs,  which 
the  allwife  Creator  allotted  to  them  in  their  native  date; 
to  iudain  for  life,  a  bondage  which,  in  our  fouthern 
colonies  and  ifiands,  is  more  cruel  and  opprefhve  than 
the  mod  of  us  in  the  northern  colonies  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  forming  any  idea  of.  Add  to  this,  the 
bloody  wars  occafioncd  by  this  infernal  trade — the 
great  proportion  of  them  who  die  on  the  paflage  to, 
and  in  what  is  called  the  feafoning  in  America  ;  and 
can  we  then  hefitate  a  moment,  in  determining  on  the 
expediency  of  contributing  whatever  lies  in  our  power 
to  difcourage  it.  It  is  true  fome  of  our  forefathers, 
and  fome  of  the  prefent  generation,  may  have  been, 
and  yet  are  in  the  practice  of  buying  and  felling  Haves. 
The  leafons  againd  it,  but  a  few  years  ago,  were  not 
fo  well  uncieidood  as  they  now  are.  1  he  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  information  are  become  more  frequent  ;  and 
the  ufage  of  them  in  general  among  us,  has  been  lefs 
likely  to  excite  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  trade, 
and  our  title  to  their  fervices.  The  practice  of  ages 
cannot  fanCtify  error;  but  the  progrefs  of  reformation 
has,  in  all,  been  gradual.  I  doubt  not  there  are  now 

many 
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many  men  in  England,  whofe  integrity  we  fhould  re¬ 
vere,  but  who,  for  want  of  proper  information  or  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fubjeft,  do  yet  admit  the  right  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  ;  but  we  are  not, 
for  that  reafon  obliged  to  admit  it.  Having  thus  briefly 
confidered  the  flave-trade  as  contradiftory  to  the  divine 
and  focial  law,  it  is  needlefs  to  urge  the  impropriety 
of  any,  and  efpecially  a  free  people  being  in  anywife 
concerned  in  it.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  confider 
the  particular  inconveniences  attending  it,  with  refpeft 
to  the  community. 

_  % 

That  the  trade  is  attended  with  many  inconveni¬ 
ences  of  an  evil  and  impolitic  tendency,  has  been  lately 
clearly  fet  forth  by  feveral  writers.  It  will  be  fufficient 
for  me  to  enumerate  a  few  of  them.  Every  thing  that 
debafes  the  mind,  unfits  it  for  fociety  ;  and  this  is  a 
diftinguifhing  chara&eriftick  of  Slavery,  which  natu¬ 
rally  fupprefles  every  generous  expanfion  of  the  mind. 
Montefquieu,  in  his  fpirit  of  laws  faith,  “  That  nothing 
“  more  aflimilates  a  man  to  a  bead,  than  living  among 
“  freemen,  himfelf  a  Have  :  fuch  people  as  thefe  are 
“  the  natural  enemies  of  fociety  ;  and  their  number 
“  muff  always  be  dangerous.”  Therefore  the  having 
fiaves  in  our  families  or  neighbourhood,  mud  have  a 
pernicious  effett  on  the  principles  and  morals  of  our 
young  people  and  fervants.  May  we  not  fear  that  reli¬ 
gion  and  morality,  induftry  and  publick  fpirit,  have 
nearly  declined  in  proportion  as  it  has  been  encourag¬ 
ed  ? - The  riches  of  a  free  ftate  confilfs  in  the  num¬ 

ber  of  members,  who  enjoying  its  privileges  and  blel- 
fings,  are  thereby  interefled  in  its  prefervation  and  ad¬ 
vancement.  Every  Have  among  us  occupies  the  room 
of  a  free  perfon,  and  not  only  leflens  the  riches  of  the 
flate  by  diminifhing  the  number  of  its  friends,  but  adds 
one  to  that  of  its  internal  enemies ;  for  fuch  every  one 

muff 


/ 


[  8  ] 

mud  be  accounted,  who  can  derive  no  hope  from  its 
profperity,  and  may  pofiibly  be  benefited  by  its  ruin.* 
While  on  the  other  hand,  every  fervant  on  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  a  limited  fervitude,  fetting  out  with  the  anima¬ 
ting  hope  of  acquiring  an  independence  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  of  enjoying  the  bleffmgs  of  life,  and  the 
protection  of  the  laws,  heartily  unites  in  promoting 
the  profperity  of  his  country  ;  and,  as  that  hope  is  an- 
fwered  with  iuccefs,  becomes  more  and  more  deeply  in- 
terefted  in  its  fafety  :  the  beneficial  effects  of  tins  on  our 
lands  and  produce,  are  very  extenfive,  and  too  obvious 
to  need  a  recital. — In  the  prefent  contell  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  it  feems  particularly  neceffary 
on  our  parts  to  convince  her,  that  our  oppofition  to  her 
claims  is  not  merely  from  felfifh  motives — not  only 
made  becaufe  they  happen  to  affect  our  particular  inte- 
rells;  but  from  a  difinterefted  generous  love  to  liberty, 
founded  on  principle — on  publick  virtue,  and  a  con¬ 
viction  that  it  is  the  unalienable  right  of  man.  But  how 
can  Hie  believe  this,  when,  fo  loudly  complaining  of 
her  attacks  on  our  political  liberty,  all  the  colonies 
tolerate,  and  many  of  them  greatly  encourage  this  vio¬ 
lent  invafion  of  natural  liberty ;  fubjeCting  the  Africans 
not  only  to  the  deprivation  of  all  property,  but  even  to 
the  molt  abject  ftate  of  perpetual  perfonal  flavery  ?  If 
we  fuppofe  the  divine  bleffing  is  neceffary  to  enlure  us 
fuccefs  in  afferting  our  rights  ;  of  how  much  confe- 
quence  is  it,  that  we  fhould  praCtife  the  part  enjoined  by 
the  divine  command,  “  Whatfoever  ye  would  that  men 
“  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  ?”  If  pow¬ 
er  only  mult  determine  our  right,  how  little  have  we 
to  expect  t  On  the  other  hand,  were  we  armed  with 
confcious  innocence,  and  fupported  by  the  jultice  of 

our 

Admitting  this,  what  danger  mull  attend  our  fouthern  colonics, 

m  fome  of  which,  the  proportion  of  Haves  to  freemen  is  greater  than 
as  twelve  to  oae ? 
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our  caule;  what  have  we  to  fear?  With  what  confidence 
might  we  urge  our  claims  ?  But  as  a  late  writer  on 
this  fubjedt  obferves,  “  If  we  need  the  help  of  the 
“  negroes  ;  fo  does  Great-Britain  need  our  help  to  pay 
“  off  their  national  debt.  If  we  defire  to  grow  rich, 
“  and  reft  at  eafe  by  their  toils  and  labours  ;  fo  does 
“  Great-Britain  defire  the  fame  at  our  expence.  So 
“  that  while  we  perfift  in  this  practice  of  enflaving  the 
“  Africans,  our  mouths  ought  to  be  entirely  Ihut,  as  to 
“  any  duties  and  taxes  which  Great-Britain  may  fee 
“  caufe  to  lay  upon  us.  Otherwife  I  fee  not,  but  that 
66  out  of  our  own  mouths,  or  by  our  own  practice,  we 
“  may  be  juftly  condemned. 5 ’ 


Having  given  my  fentiments  on  a  trade  and  prac¬ 
tice,  which,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  author  of  An  effay 
in  vindication  of  the  continental  colonies  of  America ,  “  Po- 
cc  licy  rejedts  ;  juftice  condemns;  and  piety  diffuades 
I  fhall,  from  the  fame  refpedtable  author,  add,  cc  Shall 
66  Americans  perfift  in  a  conduct  which  cannot  be 
juftified;  or  perfevere  in  oppreftion,  from  which  their 
c-  hearts  muft  recoil  ?  If  the  barbarous  Africans  flaall 
“  continue  to  enflave  each  other  ;  let  the  daemon  11a- 
“  very  remain  among  them,  that  their  crime  may  in- 
“  elude  its  punifhment.  Let  not  Chriftians,  by  admi- 
cc  niftering  to  their  wickednefs,  confefs  their  religion 
“  to  be  a  ufelefs  refinement,  their  profeflion  vain,  and 
66  themfelves  as  inhuman  as  the  favages  they  deteft.” 

I  cannot  believe  there  are  any  in  the  chriftian  faith, 
who  have  attentively,  and  difpaffionately  confidered  the 
fubjefl:,  but  will  adopt  the  opinion,  that  Slavery,  in  any 
cafe,  cannot  be  juftified— that,  as  it  is  conduced  in  the 
African  trade,  it  is  a  moft  cruel,  tyrannical  and  violent 
invafion  of  the  facred  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  highly 
offenfive  to  Almighty  God— that  it  is  impolitick  in  its 

nature 
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nature — that  the  practice  of  buying  and  felling  flaves 
among  ourfelves  is  an  evident  encouragement  of  the 
trade;  and  that  the  encouragement  of  it,  by  any  means, 
is  inconliftent  with  our  civil  and  religious  interefts. 
If  we  thus  believe,  it  is  certainly  our  indifpenfable  duty 
in  every  ftation,  publick  or  private,  to  exert  ourfelves 
for  its  fuppreffion,  whatever  difficulties  may  be  appre¬ 
hended  to  attend  its  final  accomplifhment.  The  preju¬ 
dices  of  cuftom  are  ftrong — thofe  imbibed  from  intereft, 
yet  fironger.  But  in  fuch  a  caufe,  we  may  be  affured 
the  blefiing  of  Omnipotence  will  attend  our  endea¬ 
vors,  and  in  due  time  crown  them  with  fuccefs ;  not 
within  our  own  limits  only  ;  but  our  example  will  mod 
probably  have  a  happy  influence  on  the  conduct  of 
others  more  remote.  It  lies  in  our  power,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  atone  for  the  wrongs  our  anceftors  or  our¬ 
felves  have  inadvertently  impofed  on  thefe  opprefled 
people  in  time  paft. 

Is  not  then  the  firfl  and  moft  important  ftep,  ab- 
folutely  to  prohibit  any  future  importations  into  thefe 
colonies.  If  by  royal  inftruttions,  our  governors  are 
prevented  the  exercife  of  their  own  judgments  ;  pro¬ 
vincial  addreffes  to  the  crown,  would  be  likely  to  re¬ 
move  the  difficulty.  The  fenfe  of  the  people,  conveyed 
by  their  reprefentatives  to  the  royal  ear,  on  fo  intereft  - 
ing  a  fubjedt,  mud  prevail,  with  a  prince  whofe  virtues 
have  endeared  him  to  his  people,  although  it  fhould 
be  oppofed  by  men,  comparatively  few  in  number  ; 
whofe  avarice  may  continue  to  render  them  infenfible 
to  the  common  feelings  of  humanity,  and  whofe  God 
is  gain.  Ir  we  cannot  obtain  a  total  prohibition  of  the 
importation,  we  ffiail  certainly  be  indulged  in  obtaining 
it  for  the  colonies  which  petition  for  it.  Even  fhould 
we  fail  here,  the  confcious  fatisfaclion  of  having  done 
our  duty,  will  be  a  reward  fufficient  for  the  labour. 

With 


With  refpeft  to  the  Haves  already  among  us,  the 
cafe  is  moie  difficult,  and  will  confecjuently  occafiona 
diverfity  of  fentiments  on  the  proper  means  of  effecting 
their  enlargement.  The  firft  queftion  is,  What  does 
juftice  require  ?  This  being  determined,  the  honeft 
mind  will  endeavour  to  praftife  it.  There  are  many 
of  this  character,  who,  in  purfuing  the  inquiry,  have 
inclined  to  an  opinion,  that  fome  of  thefe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  are  unfit  for  liberty  ;  and  that  their  manumiffion 
would  be  attended  with  ruin  to  themfelves.  Such  a 
ftate  of  depravity  is  not  impoffible,  and  nothing  fo 
likely  to  occaiion  it,  as  a  long  continuance  in  the 
fituation  they  have  been  in.  I  wilh  there  may  not  be 
many  inftances  of  this  kind.  Where  it  happens  to  be 
the  cafe,  and  the  poffeffor,  after  carefully  diverting  him- 
felf  of  any  finiller  bias,  can  juftify  a  detention  on  this 
motive,  I  firali  not  controvert  his  right  to  exercile  his 
judgment.  There  are  alfo  many,  who  not  being  yet 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  lubjeft,  to  fee  the  iniqui¬ 
ty  of  the  practice,  do  not  apprehend  the  neceffity  of 
releafing  their  Haves.  As  thefe  would  be  inclined  to 
oppofe,  and  thofe  I  have  before  mentioned,  for  other 
reafons,  may  be  rather  averfe  to  a  genera]  and  indif- 
criminate  manumiffion  ;  we  may  perhaps  infer  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  poftponing  that  defirable  work  to  a  period 
more  favourable  to  our  withes.  In  reformations  of  all 
kinds,  where  conviction  precedes  converfion,  the  effeft 
is  mort  permanent.  But  no  objeftions  occur  to  me, 
to  the  framing  Inch  laws,  as  will  leave  people  at  liberty 
to  emancipate  their  Haves  under  certain  reftriftions. 

As  the  laws  {land  at  prefent  in  feveral  of  our  north¬ 
ern  governments,  the  aft  of  manumiffion  is  clogged  with 
difficulties  that  almoft  amount  to  a  prohibition.  An 
amendment  is  therefore  necertary  ;  and  may  be  effected 
with  advantage  to  the  community.  We  may  fuppofe 
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nil  the  laws  alluded  to,  are  intended  to  fecure  the  pub* 
lick  from  being  chargeable  with  any  expence,  in  cafe 
the  manumifed  Have  fhould  by  age,  ficknefs,  or  other 
difability,  become  incapable  of  fupporting  himfelf : 
and  a  provifion  of  this  nature  feems  highly  reafonable 
in  certain  cafes.  If,  for  inftance,  a  Have  is  become 
aged  and  infirm  in  my  fervice,  it  is  unreafonable  I 
fhould  have  it  in  my  power,  by  manumiffion  to  deny  him 
a  fupport  from  my  eflate,  to  which  perhaps  his  labour 
had  contributed.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  no  other  benefit  from  his  labour,  than  what  was 
a  proper  compenfation  for  the  inftruftion  I  have  given 
him,  and  the  publick  afterwards  receives  that  benefit, 
it  is  then  as  reafonable,  that  the  publick  fhould  be 
chargeable  with  any  expence,  occafioned  by  fuch  dif¬ 
ability.  This  feems  to  be  the  general  principle  on 
which  our  laws  relating  to  paupers  are  formed  ;  and  I 
fee  no  inconvenience  in  adopting  it  in  the  cafe  now 
under  confideration. 

Admitting  then,  that  if  a  Have  is  fet  at  liberty  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the  publick  afterwards 
receives  all  the  benefit  of  his  labour,  it  will  follow  that 
I  may  fet  him  free  at  that  age,  clear  of  any  charge 
or  incumbrance  on  my  eftate.  If  I  detain  him  longer, 
and  then  give  him  his  liberty,  the  fame  reafoning  fup- 
pofes,  that  if  the  publick  is  afterwards  liable  to  fupport 
him,  in  cafe  of  difability,  I  muff  pay  the  publick  a 
certain  fum  of  money  proportionable  to  the  time  of 
fuch  detention  exceeding  twenty-one  years.  No  gene¬ 
ral  rule  can  be  exactly  adapted  to  all  cafes.  But  I 
believe  a  law  formed  on  thefe  principles,  would  not 
only  greatly  tend  to  the  relief  of  individuals,  but  re¬ 
move  fome  objeftions,  to  which  I  apprehend  the  pre¬ 
sent  laws  of  feveral  provinces  are  liable  ;  particularly 
thofe  which  permit  manumiffion  on  the  mailer’s  enter¬ 
ing 
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ing  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  fum,  in  cafe 
the  flave  fhould  be  difabled  from  maintaining  himfelf. 
Now  as  this  depends  on  a  diflant  contingency,  an  al¬ 
teration  in  the  circumftances  of  the  mailer  and  his 
fureties,  (if  any  are  required)  may  effectually  difable 
him  or  them  from  making  good  their  engagements. 
Whereas  in  the  inode  I.  propofe,  the  money  due  on 
every  manumiffion  which  requires  it,  being  paid  to  a 
proper  officer,  remains  fecure  with  the  publick.  And 
if  the  Have  on  whole  account  it  was  paid,  fhould  never 
want  any  affiflance,  the  fund  allotted  for  the  purpofe 
will  be  fo  much  the  richer  ;  which  is  a  confiderable 
advantage  in  its  favour. 

Some  may  think  it  neceffary  that  no  manumiffion 
fhould  legally  operate  in  all  circumftances,  beyond  a  cer¬ 
tain  age.  The  difficulty  which  would  generally  occur 
in  determining  the  age  of  a  negro,  might  be  removed 
by  enabling  a  magiftrate  to  convene  three  or  five  men, 
who,  or  a  majority  of  them,  after  hearing  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  as  could  be  adduced,  and  judging  from  ap¬ 
pearances,  fhould  declare  their  judgment  of  his  or  her 
age.  Thefe,  with  many  other  particular  confiderations, 
will  doubtlefs  be  properly  attended  to,  whenever  a 
matter  of  this  confequence,  comes  under  the  immedi¬ 
ate  notice  of  a  legiflature.  Some  difficulty  may  at¬ 
tend  afcertaining  with  precifion  the  fums  which  will  be 
neceffary  to  pay,  at  the  refpective  ages  of  manumiffion, 
to  fecure  the  publick  from  any  unjuft  burden.  It  is  a 
matter  that  requires  judgment,  and  a  particular  kind 
of  calculation  with  which  I  am  but  little  acquainted. 
But  as  it  may  further  explain  what  I  have  fuggefted  \ 
I  will  venture  a  few  more  hints  on  the  fubjefr. 

I  underftand  that  on  emancipating  a  flave  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  the  law  requires  fecurity  fhould  be  entered 
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for  30I.  without  any  regard  to  age,  or  any  other  circtim- 
ftances  ;  and  that  if  the  pcrfon  fo  emancipated,  fhould 
afterwards  require  afliftance,  any  expence  exceeding 
that  fum,  is  paid  by  the  townfhip  to  which  he  or  fhe 
may  belong.  Although  this  mode  is  liable  to  fome 
exceptions,  for  reafons  before  given,  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  burden,  arifmg  therefrom,  occafioning 
any  uneafmefs  among  the  people  ot  that  province. 
Hence  we  may  infer  that  the  fum  of  30I.  has  been  ge¬ 
nerally  found  fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  By  the  Breflau 
bills  of  mortality,  it  is  found  that  the  chances  are 
equal,  that  a  man  of  fifty  years  of  age  will  live  feven- 
teen  years.  Let  us  confider  what  inconveniences 
might  arife,  if  20I.  was  paid  on  the  manumiffion  of  a 
Have  of  that  age,  who  afterwards  lived  feventeen 
years,  in  the  firft  ten  of  which,  we  will  fuppofe  he 
could  fupport  himfelf  by  his  labour  ;  and  that  in  the 
remaining  feven  he  required  affiftance,  the  expence 
whereof  amounted  to  30I.  which,  as  before-mention¬ 
ed,  experience  has  found  to  be  fufficient.  Now  20I. 
put  to  intereft  (or  applied  to  the  other  ufes  of  the 
fund,  which  is  the  fame  thing)  for  ten  years,  at  fix 
per  centum  per  annum,  amounts  to  32I.  which  leaves 
a  balance  in  ravour  of  the  publick  of  2I.  befides  the 
intereft  ftill  arifing  on  the  decreafing  principle,  after 
the  firft  ten  years,  and  the  benefit  of  his  labour  5  which 
would  further  increafe  that  balance.  If  this  calcula¬ 
tion  is  juft,  (and  if  it  is  erroneous,  I  think  the  error  is 
in  favour  of  the  publick)  it  will  be  a  publick  advantage 
to  permit  manumiffion  on  thefe  terms  ;  and  if  it  takes 
place  at  forty,  a  much  lefs  fum  will  anfwer  the  pur¬ 
pofe  ;  and  fo  in  a  decreafing  proportion  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  when,  as  has  been  before  fhewn, 
nothing  can  be  juftly  expected.  Now  we  find  that  if, 
on  the  manumiffion  of  a  flave  between  the  years  of 
twenty-one  and  fifty,  fourteen  (hillings  is  paid  to  the 
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publick  for  every  year  his  or  her  age  exceeds  twenty- 
one,  it  will  bear  a  very  near  proportion  to  20I.  paid 
on  a  manumiffion  at  fifty,  as  above  ftated.  I  may  be 
miftaken  in  the  method  I  have  taken  to  determine  the 
fufficiency  of  that  fum  ;  but  I  am  fo  confident  that  the 
community  would  feel  no  inconvenience  from  adopt- 
ing  it,  that,  had  I  a  fufficient  eftate  to  authorize  the 
propofal,  I  fhould  not  fear  deriving  a  confiderable 
advantage  from  undertaking  to  fupport  all  the  negroes 
fo  manumitted,  who  required  affiftance,  with  the  mo¬ 
nies  fo  paid ;  exclufive  of  the  benefit  accruing  to  the 
community  from  their  labour,  in  which  I  fhould  be 
only  interefled  as  an  individual. 

Thus  I  have  ftated,  and  propofed  a  method  for  fet¬ 
tling  the  account,  as  it  ftands,  on  a  manumiffion,  with 
the  publick.  There  are  many  who,  cheerfully  com¬ 
plying  with  thefe  terms,  would  alfo  remember  that  in 
fome  cafes,  there  is  another  account  depending  between 
them  and  their  flaves  :  and  any  encouragement  or 
affiftance  they  may  fuppofe  it  their  duty  to  give  them 
in  confideration  of  paft  fervices,  will  ftill  leflen  the 
rifque  of  their  ever  becoming  chargeable  to  the  publick. 

To  conclude - the  object  I  have  propofed,  has  an 

undoubted  claim  to  the  moft  ferious  confideration  of 
people  of  all  ranks,  and  of  every  denomination  ;  for 
juftice  is  confeffedly  alike  obligatory  on  all.  If  to 
relieve  the  perfon  of  a  fingle  debtor  from  a  temporary 
imprifonment,  has  repeatedly  been  admitted  as  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  call  for  the  interpofition  of  a  legiflature — what 
is  not  due  to  the  profecution  of  the  means  of  preventing 
the  miferies  infeparably  attendant  on,  and  the  cruelties 
and  deplorable  fufferings  too  often  annexed  to,  a  ftate 
of  perpetual  flavery;  in  which  many  thoufands  of  our 
fellow-creatures  are,  and  may  be  unjuftly  detained  ? 

Let 
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Let  us  reconcile  our  practice  to  our  avowed  principles. 
Let  not  our  profeffions  of  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
liberty,  of  late  fo  frequently  echoed  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  be  contradicted  by  a  practice 
as  unjuft  as  it  is  impoliticly.  DoCtor  Young  is  very 
fevere  where  he  fays 

tc  The  world’s  all  title  page,  there’s  no  contents.” 
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Let  our  conduct  fhew  our  title  to  an  exception.  Let 
us  therefore  immediately  confider,  and  adopt  the 
moft  prudent  meafures  for  relieving  thofe  opprefled 
people  ;  and  of  enemies  make  them  friends  and  ufeful 
members  of  fociety,  by  confering  on  them  fuch  privi¬ 
leges  as  will  intereft  them  in  the  general  welfare. 

Being  fenfible  of  my  deficiency,  I  fhould  have  been 
pleafed,  had  the  few  hints  I  have  prefumed  to  obtrude 
on  the  publick,  employed  a  pen  more  equal  to  the 
importance  of  my  fubjeCt.  Confcious,  however,  of 
my  motive  in  giving  them,  I  flatter  myfelf  they  will 
meet  from  the  candid,  the  reception  which  is  due  to 
a  good  intention.  As  a  wellwilher  to  the  religious 
and  civil  interefts  of  my  country,  I  am  willing  to 
contribute  my  mite  towards  the  removal  of  an  evil, 
which  I  believe  to  be  dangerous  to  both  :  and  if  any 
thoughts  I  have  meant  to  exprefs,  have  the  leaft  ten¬ 
dency  to  effedi:  it ;  I  ftiall  be  indifferent  whatever 
opinion  is  formed  of  the  drefs  they  appear  in. 


